
OFFICE OF

GENERAL COUNSEL 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Washington. DC. 20460

The Honorable John Barrasso 
Chairman 
U.S. Senate Environment and 

Public Works Committee 
Washington. DC 20510

The I lonorable Tom Carper 
Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Environment and 

Public Works Committee 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Ban-asso and Ranking Member Carper: 

Thank you the opportunity to respond to letters that Administrator E. Scott Pruiti received 
on March 21. 2017. April 7.2017. and May 2.2017, in which he was asked for specific 
information related to the actions undertaken by him as Administrator of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agenc y. to comply with federal ethics obligations. As the Designated 
Agency Ethics Official (DAEO). I am Titing on behalf of the Administrator. 

My staff and I have been working assiduously with the Administrator to ensure that he 
complies fully with his ethics obligations. Enclosed please tind his signed recusal statement. As 
you can see. Mr. Pruin has avoided participating in particular matters that affect his former 
employer, the State of Oklahoma, as a specific party. In addition, he has not participated in nor 
will he participate in any litigation in which the State of Oklahoma was a party, petitioner or 
i ntervenor. 

We appreciate your continued interest in ensuring that the EPA provides effective ethics 
advice and counseling to all of our employees. If you have further questions. you may contact me 
at minoli k. tn'a tna go  or (202) 564-8040 or Justina high Senior Counsel for Ethics at 

ghjusnnaaepa uo' or (202) 564-1786

Sincerely yours. 

1Sc2. 
Kevin S. Minoli 
Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Acting General Counsel



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Washngeon. D.0 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR 

MEiiORANlflM  

SUBJECT: My Ethics Obligations 

FROM:	E. Scott Prui 
Administrator 

i\cti n Assistant Administrators 
Acting (ieneral Counsel 
Inspector (Ieneral 
Acting Regional Administrators 

This memorandum provides you with written notification regarding my ethics obligations. I hae 
conferred sith the Office of General ('otinsel's Fihics Office ((XiC/Ethics) and understand that I must 
recuse myself from matters in which I have a financial interest, or a personal or business relationship. I 
also understand that I have certain obligations to m state bar and also under the President's Ethics 
Pledge that I have signed. This recusal statement addresses all of my ethics obligations. 

QhIit,ations (!,zJcr the Preide,ii s Ethic. Pledge 

I understand that I have ethics obligations with respect to my Ibrmcr employer and m former 
client, the State of Oklahoma. The President's Ethics Pledge provides more restrictions than the federal 
ethics rules, but I am advised by 0CC/Ethics that the additional restrictions contained in the pledge that 
regard lbrmer employer and former client do not appl y to me. The Executive Order defines "former 
employer" to exclude state government. and the 0111cc oiGovernment Ethics has determined that this 
same exclusion applies to the definition of "ftrnicr clicnt." Fherefire. OGC/Ethics has confirmed that I 
am not subject to the additional pledge restrictions regarding trmer employers or former clients. 

Ethics Obligations under tiw Impartial liv Provixwiz. 

Pursuant to federal ethics rules. I understand that I have a one-year cooling off period with my 
kn-mer employer and former client. I also understand that I have a "covered relationship" with certain 

Sets Exec. Order l3770. Section 2(j). which provides that 'former employer' does not include	State government' 
2 Se Office of( ovenirnent Ethics LeaI Advisory 17-02 (February 6. 2017L which stutes that.	jith respect to Executive 
Order I 77ft ethics officials and emplosces may continue to rely on OGIT's prJor guidance regarding Fsecutiv Order 13490 
to the extent thai such guidance addresses language cominoti to hoth orders. and 0111cc olGovernment Ethics I.egal 
Advisory tX)-09-Ot I (March 26. 2009), which states that "based on discussions with ihc WhiI House Counsel's otike. 
OGE has determined that the delinition of tirmer client is intended to exclude the	governmental entities as those 
excluded from the definition o lonner cmplocr.'



organizations in which I was active during the past year. For one year afler my resignation as Attorney 
General. and one year from my resignation from the entities specitied below. I vill not participate 
personalI and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which any of the 
Following entities is a parts or represents a party. unless I am first authorized by OGC/Ethics to 
participate. pursuant to 5 C.F.R. * 2635.502(d). This tëderal ethics limitation doeS not extend to 
particular matters of general applicability, such as nilemaking. 

-	. 
Name of Entity

Date when recusal from specific party matters 
ends under Fedcral Ethics Obligations 

tatc of oklahoma		 

Southern Baptil	 Semina__
I:ehflja.	 I 8. 201 8 _______ 
February 18. 2018  
Februaryj. 2018 

________	 December 9. 2017	 ____________ 
Windows Miylncopated _____ 
Rule of Law Defense Fund	 _______ 

( onimilmeni lo Mv Eihiea/ Responsthililiec 

To demonstrate my profound commitment to carrying out ni ethical responsibilities, while I am 
the Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency . I will not participate in any 
active cases in which Oklahoma is a party. petitioner or intervenor. including the folloing: 

Case Name Citation 
American Petroleum Institute, et al.v.EPA No. 13-1108 (D.C. Cir.) _____ 
Floridaeia/.	. EPA No. 15-1267 (D.C. Cir.) 
Murray Energy. t'i aLv.EPA N5-j  ç)	______ 

No. l5-1385 (D.C. Cir.) (consolidated with 15-
1392. 15-1490. 15-1491 & 15-1494) 

____ 

Murray Energy. et al. v. EPA 
______	 ___________________ 

Murray Energy Corp. v. EPA No. 16-1127 (D.C. ('ir.)  
No. I 5-cv-0038 I (I yh Cir.) Oklahoma cx rd. Pruitt v. EPA 

Oklahomat'xre/. Pruiti v. EPA 
appeal pending sub ,umz. State of Oklahoma di rt'I. 
Hunter. No. 16-5039 (10th ( S ir.)

No. 4:15-cv-38I (ND. OkIa.) 

In Re Volkswagen "Clean I)iesel" Marketing. Sales. 
Practices. And Products Liability Litigation (extends to 
criminal case too)

____________________________________________________ 
No. 2672 MDL CR13 (JSC)(N.D. Cal.) 
Criminal case: E.D. Michigan 

_____________________________ 
State of North l)akota v. EPA

______________________________________________________________ 

No. I5-I3Il (D.C. ('ir.)(joined vith No. IS-
1399. then consolidated with No. 15-1381) ____________ ___________________________________ 

Stale of West Virginia. ei al. v. EPA No. 15-1363 (D.C. Cir.) _______ 
Walter_Coke lnc.v.E1'A No. 15-1 166 (D.C. Cir.) 
Wildearth Guardians v. El	_______________ No. 13-cv-02748 (D.C. Cob.)	_________



I understand that this commitment is longer than is required by the lderal impartiality standards. 
hut I am takini. this action to avoid even the appearance otan impropriet y tinder fi.deraI ethics or 
prolcssional rcsponsi hi lit obi igat ions. 

With respect to cases invoIvini. EPA in which Oklahoma joined other states in filing an amicus 
brietl I understand that ( )klahoma was not a part) to the litigation itself. I have inlirmed the l)esignated 
Agency 1iliics ()llicial (I )AFth that Oklahoma itself neither authored the amici hriel nor otherwise 
participated in the litigation in an wa. Most of those cases are resolved, except for Bui/c/int Indu.irt 
.4s.cociuiion t)/ liw Bat' Irea. ci a! t •. I)e;arimeni af( mnineree. c/ at (the I f.S. Supreme Court denied 
certiarari): .cicrra (111/) ci at. p/ainiiff. -appellee.s v. RCL'ina Mc( art/:V in 17cr capacilv US ;hI/fllniSiraior 
at the !. !n,ied .Siais bnt'iranmenia/ I'roieeiion .4ienet'. th'IL'fldanls-ap/wlk'cs: Siate 0/ Arizona ci al. 
inicrvcnuF-pIwnhi//-ap/?e/Ian1. No. 15-15894 (9th ('ir.). on appeal from N.!). Cal.. No. 1 3-cv-03953-Sl 
(this case is hill y argued and hriefd is awaiting decision only): Uvo,nin.i t' !'J'A. Nos. 14-9512 and 14-
9514 (10th Cir.) (the standard of review argument advanced in the amicus brief that Oklahoma joined 
was uncontested on review): and Nul jima! Association of Mwiu/cwlurers. feiiiiollCr. r. uS Deartineiii 
of I)e/en.se. U...... .mv ( 'orps a/ Ent,'ineer.s. and ( S EPA. ci at. respondents. No. 16-299 (S. ('t. )	.S. 
Supreme ('ourt ttranted certiorari. briefing lr petitioners and supporting persons is complete. and case 

ill he argued in the upconi i ng ( )ctohcr term i. 

I hus Iiir. I have not participated in any oldie cases listed in this recusal statement oflicially at all 
and will continue to recuse br now. In the event that I wish to participate. I will seek an ethics 
determination tiom the I)AEO. who will apply the hi.deral impartiality standard sd Irth at 5 C.F.R. § 
2635.502. 1 understand t hat m y professional responsibility obligations ma impose consent 
requirements in order to participate. I will provide notification of such consent. if sought and obtained. 
to EPA's ethics oflicials.

,lr,'amz,L'e,,zerzI 

In order to help ensure that I do not participate in matters relating to an of the entities listed 
above, I have taken or will take the hollowing steps: 

I . | :1111 IlI^'IICIIII^ K}zll IZCkSl,ll. l'hiCI'1,l'Slill'l'Ill scrccn .Il| ^|'A mullc^. inc|lldln8 CXISIIN8 
I,,,y.i,li,,n. d,rccled Ir, my zllcnlI,,I, Illill ,,^lc,Ive 1,ulsidc cnlil,cs ,,r Ihi,l r,:y, , ,rc ,,13 pz,1,cipzli, , n. I, 
Icicml,nc Il Illcy inv,,Ivc 2n^ l,1'Ihc cnlilicsor,,r^i,n,YzIions IisIcd zlmc. 

2. Until such iiiiie as a Presidentially Appointed Senate confirmed appointee is cont timed and 
sworn into a position such as the Deputy Administrator. (ieneral Counsel or i\ssistant 
Administrator. I am designating the ('hid of Stall to take appropriate action or relCr it with the 
Agenc fbr appropriate action or assignment. without my know ledge or involvement. 

3. I will provide the ('hief of Stall and Sarah (ireenwalt. Senior Advisor to the Administrator, with 

U copy of this memorandum so that they may tiIly understand the purpose and scope of mY



4. I will provide a copy ol this memorandum to my principal subordinates. I will also instruct my 
principal subordinates that all inquiries and comments invoking any of the entities listed above 
should he directed to the ('hid' ol' Stall' ithout m' knowledge or uivolvcment. 

5. In consultation with ()(iC/Ethics. I will revise and update m y ethics agreement and/or this 
memorandum whenever is warranted by changed circumstances. including changes in my 
IThancial interests, my personal or business relationships, or the nature ul' m olhcial duties. 

6. In the event of an\ changes to this screening arrangement. I will provide a copy of' the revised 
screeninu arrangement memorandum to the ('hief ot'Staft O(IClEthics, and an principal 
subordinates.
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